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Challenge for Us All”, Report of the Runnymede Trust Commission on
British Muslims and Islamophobia, the Runnymede Trust, 1997.
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The phenomenon of Islamophobia has spread throughout history, fear of
Islam and hostility to it is not new at all, it has always existed in the Western man.
This hostility began with the revelation of the Prophet peace be upon him in the
seventh century . This hostility to Islam took the form of a direct clash against
Islam and Muslims, represented in the Crusades. It continued later in another new
form, which is the colonial movement, in addition to the economic and geo-
strategic goals that the Western colonizer worked on, the main objectives of the
colonialists were to support Christianity, to distort Islam and to eradicate its
manifestations. The Western colonial movement of the Islamic East has developed
especially in the light of oriental studies, which acknowledge Western centralism
in all aspects of life, politically, culturally and economically. This centralism is
based on the assumption of Western supremacy and European ethnicity on other
races that lack the elements of advancement and civilization. Today, Islamophobia
1s the latest form of Western hostility to Islam, which takes on an intellectual

dimension and a psychological dimension away from physical aggression and

bloodshed.

Western hostility to Islam comes in the context of fear of the emergence of
a strong competitor to Christianity, or rather, of Western civilization and the
values and culture involved. This antagonism can be categorized as the historical
conflict between the Islamic East and the Christian West. Samuel Huntington, in
his book The Clash of Civilizations, goes on to point out that the clash of
civilizations is primarily a conflict between Islamic civilization and Western

civilization.

With the qualitative evolution of the concept of security after the end of the
Cold War and the broadening of its contents to include valuable and cultural

dimensions, Western hostility to Islam has been strengthened. Islam and the
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contemporary concept of security is in fact a threat to Western civilization because
it represents values and cultures that are contrary to those of the Western
individual. The fear of Islam has spread to the psyche of the Western societies
themselves, having not been limited to just governments and decision-makers
anymore - the Crusades, the colonial movement - and the fear of Islam has
increased due to both extreme right-wing parties and the media — on top of 11
September attacks, and Madrid & London bombings - which are distorting the

image of Islam and Muslims and promotes hate speech.

This widespread of the phenomenon of fear of Islam in the European
popular and political circles led to the emergence of new security challenges in line
with the qualitative transformation at the level of the concept of security. Among
these challenges is the social and cultural challenge. The challenge here is to find
ways to preserve the unity and cohesion of the European community and to
combat the violence and crime that has begun to spread against Muslims in these
societies, on the one hand, and on the other, to explore ways of preserving
European identity and culture from exotic cultures. What is noticeable in the
European security deal with these challenges is its assumption of Islam and
Muslims as the primary and actual source of threat in everything that happens,
which is clearly manifested by the emergence of Islamism - and link it with
extremism and terrorism - and to Muslim immigrants and their threat to European

culture.
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